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TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS:





Date: _________________________


We, the undersigned, hereby apply for membership in the Virginia Cemetery Association.  If accepted, we agree to be governed and abide by the By-Laws and Code of Ethics of the Association.  We understand that false information given by us in this application is considered as cause for the forfeiture of our membership and hereby give complete and accurate answers to the best of our ability.

We hereby certify that we have read the current state and local statutes governing cemeteries and agree to manage our cemetery operations in compliance with all statutory rules and regulations of our state and community.


In submitting this application, we understand failure to abide by the Code of Ethics, as interpreted by the Ethics Committee, in dealing with the public, our employees and other members of the Association, is considered grounds for termination of our membership.  We further agree to return, upon demand, all membership plaques and other membership identification items if we resign or for any reason our membership is terminated.

NOTE:  INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS WILL BE RETURNED WITHOUT ACTION

Cemetery / Company Name: __________________________________________________________________

Mailing address (city / state / zip): ______________________________________________________________

Phone: (        ) _______________  Fax: (        ) _______________ Email: ______________________________

Individual’s Name: __________________________________________________________________________

Name of Parent Company (if Corporate Member): _________________________________________________

I hereby certify that this cemetery is being operated in compliance with all of the statutory laws and ordinances of Virginia and our local community as they apply to our operations.





______________________________________________________





Signature and Title of Executive Officer of Cemetery Applicant
Type of Membership Applied For:
___Active
___Associate

___Allied
___Professional

ACTIVE (Each Cemetery entitled to designate one member, with voting privileges).  Membership is made up of two parts.  Part 1.  $200.00 per cemetery.  Part 2.  $1.50 assessment per burial for the Legislative and Consumer Protection Committee per year.  Part 1. $200. +  Part 2. yearly burials  _______  = Total    $______
ASSOCIATE (Each Cemetery/Supplier may have one or more with no voting privileges)…………….$100.00*
ALLIED (TRADE SUPPLIER) (no voting privileges)……………………………………………..….$200.00*
PROFESSIONAL (Administration, Management Grounds, Sales, with no voting privileges)……..….$  25.00*
Phone:  804-675-7502
Fax:  866-959-2671
Return application to:

Virginia Cemetery Association, Inc., P.O. Box 74428, Richmond, Virginia, 23236

PURPOSE OF ASSOCIATION
The purpose of the Association is to motivate its members to strive for excellence in service to families and communities in which they serve.  To encourage each member’s compliance with State and Local statutes and sound business principles.  To provide structured learning sessions for its members and their staff in all areas of cemetery management.  To endeavor in every way possible to resolve consumer problems with any of its members and promote harmony with all cemeteries and the communities they serve.

MEMBERSHIP BYLAWS

Any cemetery located in Virginia (“Active”), as well as its officers and employees (“Associate”) shall be eligible for membership in the Association.  Each cemetery shall be allowed one vote only.  It is the responsibility of the cemetery to designate its representative and notify the VCA office of any changes.  Persons or firms supplying materials or services to cemeteries shall be admitted to membership on payment of dues, and shall not be entitled to vote on questions coming before its meetings and in the election of officers.

REQUIREMENTS

All petitions for membership shall be endorsed by 2 sponsoring members of the Association, in good standing, to the Secretary, who will send a notice to all members, giving them a chance to accept or reject the applicant.  After 30 days, is there is no objection to the applicant, the board of directors and the membership committee will notify the applicant that they are admitted into membership of the Virginia Cemetery Association.

CODE OF ETHICS


We believe that the fundamental purpose of the Virginia Cemetery Association exists to inspire continued effort toward the improvement of Virginia Cemeteries and their staff with the 

main objective of serving its clients.


We believe that it is necessary in such a declaration that we here condemn the practice of selling cemetery property for speculative or investment purposes, or upon the promises of resale at a profit.  That such a practice is detrimental to public interest is self-evident.  It defies the fundamental concept upon which the development of our services has been predicated and constitutes a threat to our advancement by abusing the privileges and prerogatives which we administer as a public trust.


We consider that fair dealing with the general public requires that we devote our attention to enlightenment of the people with whom we come in contact, and we charge ourselves with the responsibility of guiding and assisting individuals in their relations with us to the end that their interest will be well served.


We believe in the fundamental precepts of fair competition, dedicating ourselves to the preservation of those standards which were indigenous to the founders of this Association, and which have been followed by us until an unwritten code of ethical conduct has become inherent in our method of operation.


We believe that the purpose for which this Association exists cannot be passive in nature, but that we are charged further with the responsibility of educating others to the high standards of conduct herein defined.


We offer this declaration to all members of our profession as a basic code of ethical conduct to which we, as an Association, and as individual members of the Cemetery Profession, subscribe – placing our faith and credit in the broad basic principles herein enunciated.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION


to the


Virginia Cemetery Association, Incorporated





Serving the People of Virginia since 1948








